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I, Timothy A. Martin, Chief Cerk of
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Approved May 1, 1997 FI LED

May 1, 1997 - 11:11 a.m
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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1166

Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conm ttee on Governnment Admi nistration (originally sponsored
by Representatives Ronmero, D. Schmdt, Scott, Wl fe, Dunn and Mason)

Read first tine 02/03/97.

AN ACT Relating to property; and anmending RCW 63.21.010 and
63. 21. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA63.21.010 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 85 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any person who finds property that is not unlawful to possess,
the owner of which is unknown, and who wi shes to claim the found
property, shall:

((2)) (a) Wthin seven days of the finding acquire a signed
statenent setting forth an appraisal of the current market val ue of the
property prepared by a qualified person engaged in buying or selling
like items or by a district court judge, unless the found property is
cash; and

((2»)) (b) Wthin seven days report the find of property and
surrender, if requested, the property and a copy of the evidence of the
val ue of the property to the chief |aw enforcenent officer, or his or
her designated representative, of the governnental entity where the
property was found, and serve witten notice upon the officer of the
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finder’s intent to claimthe property if the owner does not nmake out
his or her right to it under this chapter((;—and

#e&ﬂé))

(2) Wthinthirty days of the report the governnental entity shal
cause notice of the finding to be published at |east once a week for
two successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county where the property was found, unless the apprai sed value of the
property is less than the cost of publishing notice. |If the value is
|l ess than the cost of publishing notice, the governnental entity nmay
cause notice to be posted or published in other nedia or formats that
do not incur expense to the governnental entity.

Sec. 2. RCWA63.21.030 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 85 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The found property shall be released to the finder and becone
the property of the finder sixty days after the find was reported to
t he appropriate officer if no owner has been found, or sixty days after
the final disposition of any judicial or other official proceeding
involving the property, whichever is later. The property shall be
rel eased only after the finder has presented evidence of ((+

o L PN bl . . E ¢ I ;
and

b—+H—theproperty—is—valuvedat—rorethantwenty—it+vedoHarsy))
paynent to the treasurer of the governnental entity handling the found
property, the amount of ((#+ve)) ten doll ars((;—er—tenpercent—oef—the
apprat-sed—value—oftheproperty—whichever+s—greater)) plus the anount

of the cost of publication of notice incurred by the governnent entity
pursuant to RCW 63.21.010, which anount shall be deposited in the
general fund of the governnmental entity. |1f the appraised value of the
property is |l ess than the cost of publication of notice of the finding,
then the finder is not required to pay any fee.

(2) Wen ninety days have passed after the found property was
reported to the appropriate officer, or ninety days after the fina
di sposition of a judicial or other proceeding involving the found
property, and the finder has not conpleted the requirenents of this
chapter, the finder's claim shall be deened to have expired and the
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found property may be di sposed of as uncl ai med property under chapter
63.32 or 63.40 RCW Such laws shall also apply whenever a finder
states in witing that he or she has no intention of claimng the found
property.

Passed t he House February 19, 1997.

Passed the Senate April 7, 1997.

Approved by the Governor May 1, 1997.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 1, 1997.
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